
1333 NW Eastman Parkway, Gresham, Oregon 97030-3813
Phone (503) 618-2355 • Fax (503) 666-8330

GreshamOregon.gov/fire

_________________________________________________________“Service…Excellence”________________ _____________

Dear Manager,

Due to the history of barbecue caused fires, our local fire code prohibits the use of charcoal or
propane barbecues, smokers, and any open flame cooking device on apartment balconies or
porches unless the area is protected by a fire sprinkler system or all adjacent building surfaces
are totally non-combustible.

The only exception to this requirement is electric style barbecues or the small hibachi style
barbecues that utilize the one-pound propane cylinders. These may be allowed when kept well
away from combustible building surfaces and are unplugged or cylinder removed (as applicable)
when not in use.

Larger propane barbeques and those using briquettes may be used if they are on ground level, at
least 10 feet away from combustible materials. They must be attended to by an adult at all times,
fully extinguished and cooled prior to moving back to their storage area, and the propane bottle
has to be disconnected for storage.

You are receiving this letter because you own or manage properties located in Gresham Fire’s
service area. As a manager, you can follow the rules outlined above, you can further limit the
scope of the rules above, or you can choose to not allow barbeques on your property. We are
confident you will facilitate enforcement of this regulation by notifying your tenants of the
regulation and requiring compliance within your facility. We would be happy to assist you in
cases where residents refuse to comply or by answering any questions you or they may have.

Thank you for your support and cooperation. You may contact us directly by calling (503) 618-
2355.

Sincerely,

Gresham Fire
Life Safety Division
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